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RE:  Schnepf Farms Celebrates 65 years of Farming!
Queen Creek, AZ – As Farms continue to close down, be sold for development and so forth, Schnepf Farms is holding on and celebrating 65 years of farming. “I’m a 4th generation farmer and grew up here, my grandparents purchased this land in 1941 and my parents spent their honeymoon night on the farm and this is where I grew up.” Says Mark Schnepf, farmer and owner “Even though I have been approached hundreds of times, I can’t see selling this little bit of Arizona and something my family has worked so hard to preserve.” 
Schnepf Farms began farming in 1941, typical crops such as cotton wheat, grain and hay. In the late 40’s potatoes, vegetables and peaches became the primary crop. At one time, Schnepf Farms was the largest truck farm in the state of Arizona farming over 5000 acres and shipping produce all over the world. In the late 70’s and early 80’s farming became more and more difficult, so land was sold and the farming operation downsized and 
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began to diversify. Soon a Road side stand opened up, selling the freshest sweet onions, potatoes vegetables, peaches and sweet corn in season. 

During the 90’s Schnepf Farms continued to diversify by adding festivals and inviting people to the farm to enjoy Country Music Concerts, The Potato Festival and Peach Festival.  “It started very small at first, but the allowing the public to visit a real working farm, has allowed us to preserve our history.” Says Schnepf.  “It’s been a very difficult transition, but as we see families and visitors create some memories, it makes it all worth it.” 

Schnepf Farms educates 40-thousand school children each year, teaching them where their vegetables come from; the family farm also entertains almost 300-thousand people during their 3 festivals including the Pumpkin & Chili Party in October, Winter Wonderland, A Holiday Light Spectacular drive-thru experience in December and the Peach Festival in May. Schnepf Farms also continues programs such as their “farmer for the day kids club, and grandma’s baking day” classes for children so they can continue to learn about eating right and growing the right food. “People continue to say we are starting out just like Knott’s Berry Farm about 30 years ago,” says Carrie Schnepf, marketing director and co-owner, “we appreciate the similarities, but we also know that farming is who we are and we will continue in that direction.” “It doesn’t matter how many rides we will offer, we really want people to see the history of agriculture we are preserving and create some memories while visiting a real family farm.” Says Schnepf
Schnepf Farms opens for its season beginning October 5th and will remain open through December 31st. The farm is only open on weekends through the season and closed to the public for educational tours during the week.  For more information please visit the website at WWW.Schnepffarms.com or phone 480-987-3100. The new catch phrase? “Where we preserve history and you create memories.” Says Schnepf. 
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